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If a dispute requires that the property line is to be marked 

on the ground, contact a professional land surveyor. 

A dispute with your neighbor over a property line can grow from being a major hassle to a 

lawsuit. To protect their property, and potentially its value, homeowners usually need to get an 

expert opinion. 

Recently, a reader asked about what he should do if his neighbor's home-improvement project 

was edging onto his property. Here are answers to that question and others from some of 

Arizona's professional land surveyors. 

Question: If I have a dispute with my neighbor over a property line, what should I do?  

Answer: First step is to speak to your neighbor to determine whether you can resolve the dispute 

amicably. If not, and resolution of the dispute requires that the property line is to be marked on 

the ground, contact a professional land surveyor, licensed by the Arizona State Board of 

Technical Registration. 

Q: With what other jobs do surveyors help homeowners? 

A: Licensed land surveyors can assist homeowners with the placement of improvements to their 

property so that any building project doesn't encroach onto someone else's property. Land 

surveyors also are trained as experts in reading and writing legal descriptions, understanding 

title-insurance policies, researching public records, flood-zone information, and planning and 

zoning regulations. 

Q: What is the difference between an appraiser and a surveyor? 

A: Appraisers are not legally permitted to make judgments about the location of property lines, 

and land surveyors are legally permitted to do so. 

Q: What are typical fees for surveyor jobs? 

A: Unlike with real-estate agents, appraisers and title companies, licensed land surveyors have 

no fixed fee or percentage rate. Fees for land-surveyor services related to the determination of 

property lines are dictated by difficulty of the research, field activities, calculation and the 

professional judgment required to determine the correct location of property markers and lines. It 

is not unusual for fees to be several hundred dollars. 



Q: What kind of education must surveyors have? And what is the best way to find a 

qualified surveyor? 

A: Surveyors are required to have an extensive educational and mentoring background to qualify 

for a license. Qualifications vary from state to state. The best way to find a qualified surveyor is 

through research. Ask neighbors for recommendations. Contact the professional society 

representing licensed surveyors in the state where the property to be surveyed is located. 

These answers were compiled from information provided by Curt Sumner, Executive Director of 

the National Society of Professional Surveyors; Daniel Muth, Chairman of the Arizona Profes-

sional Land Surveyors Association; Doug Schneider, Director of the Arizona Professional Land 

Surveyors Sahuaro chapter; and Kent Groh, President of the Arizona Professional Land 

Surveyors Central Chapter. 

 


